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And further, thai in default, prosecution will follow. Dated at East London,
this 12th day of April, 1904.
R. E. DOWDING
TOWN CLERK
Tnos. BEKTHAM,
SANITARY INSPECTOR
There Is a heavy penalty attached to non-compliance. Was not Sir
Manchcrji, then, justified in asking the question in the manner he did?
Again, our contemporary puts words into the mouth of Sir Manchcrji
which he has never uttered. He never meant to convey that the Indians
were to be expelled from East London, but he definitely stated that they
had received notices to remove to Locations, which is the barest truth.
The East London Dispatch is less happy in justifying the procedure adopted by
the Municipality. The facts according to the Dispatch are that there is in
all a population of six: hundred Indians in East London, of whom
only one hundred Indians live in the town; our contemporary adds;
"under no municipal control". Are the Indians free from the muni-
cipal regulations ? We have gone through the whole of the regulations and
we fmd no such freedom from liability to observe the municipal regula-
tions on the part of the Indians, Is there the slightest necessity for removing
a handful of Indians living amongst a European population of over twelve
thousand? It should also be remembered that these men have been living
there for several years. No charge of insanitation, so far as we are aware,
can be laid against the men. The fact that over four hundred Indians are
living in the Location also strengthens the position of the British Indians
in that those who do not wish to live up to the Western standard of comfort,
of their own accord live in the Location. It is only a very fair inference,
therefore, that the few who are living in the town are doing so under
good sanitary conditions. The plague in the Transvaal has been brought
into the argument, but, as we have already shown in previous issues, the
large number of cases among the Indians are due entirely to the-gross neglect
on the part of the Johannesburg Town, Council, and that, beyond Johannes-
burg and beyond the Indian Location, the Indians have not fared any
worse than the other communities. Our contemporary acknowledges the
Indian to be law-abiding, and is good enough to admit that "his status as a
civilised man from an intellectual point of view cannot seriously be called
in question*'. If, then, he fails in reaching the Western standard of sanita-
tion, is it after all such a difficult thing to bend him to the reform without
relegating [him] to a ghetto? And does not the experience of Cape Town,
Durban, and other places where the Indians, having the opportunity,
have not failed to learn lessons from the Europeans, belie any of the
misgivings indulged in by our contemporary? We cannot help thinking
that the East London Dispatch would have rendered a better service to the
community, in whose interests it is published, if it had examined the position
dispassionately, taken a correct view of the facts as they actually are,
and supported the action of the Indian community in its endeavour to